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'Tox the © Right 8 Fa 4 er in God, 
TnOMAs, by divine Permiſſion, Lord - o 
bee of 55 cheſter, my * Ho— 
nout « Dioceſan. — 


FEE Ince tis wholly owing to your 1 1 
Hips good Fleaſure, that the or i 
=== wing Diſcourſe was firſt preachd, | 
pal is now made publick; how meat ſorver 3 
Mt: may 2 in the Author o n Opiman, = 
Tus. humbly ſubmitted. to your. ups | 
- " We: Fatronage. And b age ply. {| 
Preſume your 1 ordſbip will be indutd the | 
 morereaduy to undertuſte, when upon a NU. 
diem you ſhall find no juch_ Poſitions ad- 
wancd in it, as either run Counter to be 4 
| Analogy of the Faith tice deliver'd. to | 
the Saints, or do any Ways interfere with || 
the recero 2 Doctrine or Practice of the } 
= Churab. 3 
J confeſs, the Subj 2d is-too copions tobe A 
- * Seated? in a bs © of this 3 ; 
wy A 2 2 at ku g 
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1 f os 3 2 . 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 33 
FF N; 25 5 hn _ Th Go 45 it 
may juſtly be thous, te requirs, ul inc 
is 751 545 been already” One by . Perſons de- 
ſer vedly of bleſſed and ever famous Memory 
in this Church, for their ſound Learning, 
Oithodoxy, and other ſingular Abilities, I 
_ think I may be fairly\excusd, if I have on. 
binted, at ſeveral "Particulars. (tho of 
Moment, I confeſe, as tò the Subject In 
H. and) in a familiar N ay, and ſuitable to 
7 theCa apacitirs of the vulgar Sort; N wh. 
60 followine Diſcourſe 948 prin ipal ly n. 


N . 


El. ed: AL 
Py an, my; Lord, with all Duty and Subs 
mi _ ET 7 HG 
"INIT KUSH OE wm a N I "I Ws 
 Perwoteth, TY un ar dhhip's OHNE 
* fan N Ven bundle Servant, 


Char les Berreworth, 


13 Ads viii. 17. 
* 2 d they their Hands on OY au 
they receiv the Holy Ghoſt. 5 ns 


fees it: _— 
N Eligion, hy; it be x it ſelf a Thing of a . = 
ritual Nature, as having an infinitely pure 


God, and the Father of Spirits, for its Ob- 


— ject, and is, or ought, at leaſt, to be 
8 in the Soul or ſpiritual Part of Man; yet, when 
we conſider Man as a Creature conſiſting of Body, as 
well as Soul, and conſequently as ſuch, under an In- 
capacity to conceive of Things purely ſpiritual, as 
they are in tkeir own Nature; which we can frame 
no other Notions of in this'our preſent State of Child. 
hood and Imperfection, than what carry ſome Ana- 


logy to material and ſenſble Things : Religion it ſelf, | 


(I fay) as the Caſe ſtands thus, how nearly ſoever the ö 


Practice of it may concern us, would, in a great Mea- 


| ſure, be both unintelligible and impracticable to us, 


were it wholly diveſted of all external Modes and c- 


remonies. This the ie Wisdom of God foreſaw, — 
„ | 7 - Ben 4 


— 
{ 


6 : Preachd at Peiworth. 2 
and therefore, in Condeſcenſion to the preſent Weak- 
neſs of our Capacities, it has pleas'd the fame Divine 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, either to permis, or to enjoin 
Mankind the Uſe of certain external Rites in his holy 
' Worſhip, under all the ſeveral Diſpenſations of Re- 
ligion he has thought fit to vouchſafe them from the 
Beginning of the World, and to annex ſpiritual Gra- 
ces and Benefits to outward and viſible Signs. Now, 
among the various Rites of this Nature, there is none 
that has been more anciently and univerſally practis'd 
in the Church of God, than that of Tmpofition of 
Hands; which Ceremony (as the learned Grotius has 
obſerv'd) was us'd, both as a Symbol of in vocating 
' the divine Power, and properly ſignificative of the 
Efficacy of it; and what if we ſhould farther add, 
das 'tis now us d under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation) as 
an effectual Inſtrument too, of conveying the divine 
Influx to our Souls? How frequently this Ceremony 
was made Uſe of under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, both 
in Paternal Benedictiqs, and Deſignations of Perſons to 
ſerve in publick Offices, both Civil and Sacred, muſt needs 
be ſuffciently known to all ſuch as are but compe- 
tently vers d in the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament: 
80 that to enlarge any farther on Particulars, would 
be, not only an unneceſſary Undertaking, but alſo 
too large for the Compaſs of a ſhort Diſcourſe ; tis 
enough for my Purpoſe, to obſerve, that our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour himſelf ſeems to have given a new San- 
L Qion to * kite, by bus « own Praffic of it under 


the 


-& F 


oe 3h. tha 9 ? EN” hai: — * 
ah 125 « 2 * 


4 gane Gene >, 4 
« Pd" og "When he laid his Hands on 
the little Children, and bleſſed them, Mark 10. 1 6. 


Which, together with the conſtant Uſe of it by | 
the Apoſtles and primitive Biſhops, on diverſe religi. |} 


ous Accounts, I take to be a ſufficient Warrant and 4 


Foundation for the Church's Practice in all ſucceed- 9 
ing Ages. — 9 


The Action ſaid- to be performed by the Apoſtles 5 1 | 
in the Words of my Text, affords us an evident Proof | 


of their Practice of this Ceremony of Impofition of + 
Hands; they layd their Hands on 1 ; but be- 
cauſe the Rite ir ſelf was not adapted to any one par- 
' ticular Purpoſe, in order to a. clearer. underſtanding” 
of the Words, I ſhall * as briefly as I can, | 
to ſhew, 
Firſt, That the Aion 1 ſaid to be perform 4 
by the Apoſtles, is to be underſtood of that particu» 
lar Rite, which is now generally known and diſtin- 
guiſhed in the Catholick Church by the Name of C O-N= 


PIRMATION * 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew of what Neceſliry- chip Uſe 4 


« it is, and what are the Benefits that are conſe. 5 


quent of it. 
Thirdly, And wha: thoſs Perſons are, i ack 8 


5 Manner to be qualify'@,. who are to be admitted 
do it. 
Þ dere r to Cale my Arguments to the Capacities f 
3 64 who come with fit ee for 2 ; 


= ) 


ſcourſing of all which Ali 1 ſhall ns 4 


. 4 en n 5 
in order to their- receiving thoſe ſingular Benefits 
” wth all Perſons duly qualify'd are ſure: to obtain. by 
the devout Participation of this ſacred and venerabſe 
Ordinance. And, for the better Information of. ſuch 
well-diſpos d People, - T.muſt now haſten to the Diſ- 
patch of my three but now mention'd general Props 

= ſitions, as they lye in their ſeveral Order. 

And in the firſt Place I am to ſhew, that the Addion 

| ſaid to be perform'd by the Apoſtles in my Text, is 
to be underſtood of that particular Rite, which is now 
generally known and diſtinguiſhd in the Catholick | 
Church by the Name of CONFIRMATION. i i 

_ That Impoſition of Hands, join'd with Prayer. 1 . 
table to the Occaſion, was made Uſe of by the Apo- 
ſtles and their Succeſſors, under the Goſpel. Diſpenſa- | 
tion, to diverſe Purpoſes of Religion, is clearly demon- 
ſtrable both from the Scriptures of the New Teſtament. 
and the Writings of the ancient Fathers of the Church. 
Firſt., It was us'd for the conſecrating . young: Ch. 
dren and Catechumens to the Service of God, that by 
ſome previous Infuſions of the Holy Spirit, it might 
ſerve as a Means preparatory to their receiving the fub- 
ſequent Grace of Baptiſm ; and this Cuſtom, as the 
learned Dr, * Hammond obſernes.; is not obſcurely hin- 
ted at by f St. Clemens Alexandrinus in theſe Words: 
" Two ae on S e, Tire de U οον e 5 on whom. - 
doth. the Prieſt, lay Hands, and | 2 hall -he Bl 2 


" 


| 2 : — — T7 — Ton | 
4 Annot. on Me New Ddr dee * 85 . 
F Third Book of his Ede Cap. 1 V 1 443111 


dee 


— 


* 2% 


E 


| 1 59 8 


5 bal 5 | 


Qs b Verte "Bur. A T 8 ö 
nfancy of the Chriſtian, _ I 
ES Junk: a9... 
117. 155 5 . — 5 


* 
"of 


5 9 5 2 0 mention a any be "bel 
q Halls & Notice. of at prelent,,..( 2 £ hich | 
Tam, principally. concern d to make MET Was for IJ 
i e of the divine Grace In Perlons ay I 
F e e Bam | 
op Lures of {pirirual Strengrhy/ to enable tem g 
make 8 their i na ee and We 3 


: , ö 


m on tb Ness Deren wh 

te of all Chriſtian Ty Which 'Rite; for 
| this wa Reaſbnd, is, in the ve of theſe | latter 

in of the Church, _appoſitely an Conſiy mutton; 
bes, in the printitive Ties, it Was difbngufbd 
| by the Name of Obfienation and Union, and was fo 
calls, from the Chriſm, or ſacfed Oil wherewich the 
FPerſous confirm'd were wont to be anointed by the 
Hands of the Biſhöp. And that this, and no other, 
bas the very Rite of Confitmation perform d by the 
- Apoſtles in the Text, I preſume will appear pretty 
| plain, if ſo be we do but ritrowly conlfidler the Ulk 
cumſtances of the whole REI. SD. 

For firft, thoſe Perſons on whom the Apoltles 

| art aid to have laid their Hands, hatl been already bap⸗ 
| tiſed by Sk. Philip, ver. 1 2. and thetefure could not be 
| Catechutnens or unbaptiſtd Pe Neither, in the 
|. Fecond Place, is it probable, that any of them hail then 
| apoſtatized from the Faith, and therefore hatl no fed 
| to be y#vontited to the Chutch 3 finte, if they had 0b 
done, fo remarkable and freſh an Orcurrente would, 
in all Likelihood, have bern taken Notice of it the 
farne Paſſage where the sin of Simon Magys, che 
King. leader of theſe converted Samaritans, is related. 
| Nor, thirdly, can that Impoſition of the A Apoſtles 
- Hands here mention'd, be Tairly (as I think) under- 
ſtood of conferring. the Gift of boeh Orly, und 
that for theſe following Reaſons. For Bift , 


tho” 
= muft -of — granted, that the ordinary 


prowetiitnt in che 


Graces 


£ . id a Pamorth. 1 
Gram of th — e age ils, I 


2 e the 
Apoſtles themſelves. racair'd their Prieftly EY I 

and there the Comext makes it plain, that the Holy = 
Ghoſt was then given to the Apoſtles fox that particu | 
lar Purpoſe. But in all other Places, where the Gif: - | 
aof the Holy Ghoſt viſibly exerting it ſelf in immediate 
miraculous Operations, is {aid to be conſequent af Im- 


of poſition of Hands, chere I take 1 it to be conſtantly meant | 


: of the Grace of Confirmation; which, as far as appea rs 
from $criptural Relations, was at fixſt always 9 
wick theſe mitaculpus Effects, And this naturally 1 
geſts to me another probable Reaſon; why the Oh 17 A 
_ Oraers 2 — 0 of that Expreſſion of re- | 
ceiaung Holy Gboſp us: 19 Wy Text, Deca e ny 
where find ffrur ſucli wonder ful Operations did fo. in- | 
Rantanconlly ' follow ahe-ronferxing of 7hat Gali 1 
were conſee quent of this Bite of, Confirm Laftiy, - 
It can kapdly. be judge d pxobable, chag apy of theſe 
FI e fager g I 
5:5 wa. in ſo Jhort ag Anterx 45 as: 1 4 
5 2nd ther Ip fith mot edgy wy by ths 4 A py Mes - 
mentim d in my Text. For tho St. Clement, * 3 

. B 2 . of 
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# of thoſe Samaritans in the Myſteries of the Chriſtian 


= . Mus firſt Epiftl, . 


- Apfel ical "Cdllege?; from - whence the 
might, without any” Þifficul ty, have been pA With 


the Infancy © of their 'Converſior 
ble Reaſons, if ſo be welddd the Senſe of primitive 


Antiquity, 


— * 
—5 


8 — Se. 
b the Corintbidns; acth ID 
that the eſleh, 5 1% Deſgnation of rhe Holy Gbolkz 
ture the firſt PPnits of their Converſions, tb be'Biſbops 
aud Deacons over ſuth at ſhould afterwards-believe ; yet 
Ence it was an Apoſtolical Rule and Precept to lay Hands 
allen on ne Man, this probably was! not done” ill 

a Homperens Time allow'd fof a Fuller Inſtruction 


Faith, and after ſufficient Experience of their Conſtan- 


1 5 in che Profeſſion- of it. Neither was chere any ap- 


Parent N eceſſity 181 any ſuch | ſudden Admiſſion; ſince 


ku Country” . 0 ny lay contiguous to the City 


f ert alem, ithe *© "or dinary' Flace ef C Congreſs for 'the | : 
Samatitanis 


Perſons tò miniſter to them in facred Offices, during 
Hon, Jo all whith'proba- 


and the Practice of the beſt and pureſt Ages 
of the C tirch, Founded £ pon m ** Peng und ſome o- 
ther pa ages Akif tb. it ütpithis Book ef the Acts I 


Hope Thave in ſorne* tolerable Meaſure: 'cleard wy” firſt 
general Propoſition,” and ſhew'd; that the Ae 
do be Perform d by the x poſt 


les Hm Text; is to t 
underftood öf that particular Rite) Wflich- is: now genẽ- 


= rally known and diflinguiſhd-inv che Gathelick Church 
B bythe Name of Con 


mation): But of what Noceſſity . 
THe of it ze, 5 What gte the Bene fes ckat are S. 


3 485 ite 22 of 407 e vin 11 5 ſequent. 
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quent afie 15 muff bs: the. Subj: ect of tay ſecond 1 Bn ” 4 
iry 
ks And: in der t to PINE" chile it of 1 no 1 | 
of Concern to determine, whether or no this Rite of Con- 
firmation be a Sacrament, as that Word is taken in 
the ſtricteſt / Notion of it; for ſince! our own Church 
has declar'd herſelf ae e Negative, tis ſufficient for 
my Purpoſe to obſerve, that tis unqueſtionably an 
Ordinance of divine Inſtitution,” grounded upon holy 
Scripture, as expounded by Catholick tFradition and 
as ſuch, (according to the Obſetvntion of a very lear- 
ned and Right reverend/ Author) is not propos d to us 
I barely as a: Pattern for our Imitation; but moreover 
6 tis ſuch an Example too, as carries this: Force of 'a 
Ta, and Obli⸗ gatory of. the Churches Practice to the 
End of the World. St. Paul: reckons it among the firſt | 

| | ch ES: of the Doctrine -of: Chriſt, tb Mag 
thijefors ik is never to be thought unneceſſary, nor the 
1 it at any Time to be neglected or diſus d; 
y, ſince. tis to be conſider d as an Ordinance 
chat Vun nem and ęreater Degrees of Perfection 
to baptiſmal Grace it ſelf ; and thus' the primitive Fa-. 
thers have underfiood it. . Tertullian (one of th 


earlieſt: of. 1255 os . ith in e . 1 
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be enitioully ani; Dig as to by meant e * 
thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit, which were 
ſo common in the Infancy of our Religion; or elſe 


of thoſe more plentiful Effuſions of ſanctifying Grace, 


which are at all Times needful for our ſuccel ul Pro- 
greſs i in our Chriſtian Obedience; both which were 
in his Time ordinarily conſequent of the Rite of Con- 
firmation, but not ſo of Baptiſm. Neither can this 
be thought any Derogation to the Dignity of that ho- 
1y Sacrament, that it confers not more Grace: than 
God intended it ſhould ; tis enough to ſecure our E- 
ſteem of it, that it has in all Ages of the Church been 
univerſally acknowledg d as an Ordinance: of — 
Neceſſity, and ſuch as forms in us the firſt Ruaimeut 
of our {piritual Birth ; which, like to the Productions 
ol Nature, does not come to a Jpecdy Maturity, but 
from {mall Beginaings, arrives at Improvements 
and Advances. It has feem'd good to the divine Wile 
dom, the Author of all Beauty. and: Order, who has 
made all Things in Weight, —— and, Meaſure, 
ſo to order Matters, that in the great Bulineſs of Sal- 
vation too, we ſhould go from: Strength to Strength, 
till we come unto a perfect Man, unto: n2 > Meaſure 4 
the Kature of tbe Fulueſs of Chrift, Eph. 4. 13. 
Baptiſm the Gail of all our! paſt Sins is rrmitted, 3 
All Obſtacles to the divine of us remov d, the natural 
between God and us is cancelld; and being 


reconcibd by the Death of Chriſt, we are made actual 


| Member of his Church, . lo intitled to * the Be- 
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ſuch as by patient Continuance in el doing ſeek for Olo. 


the Salvation 8 Souls,” 1 Pet. 1. 9. 


_ quently recur; ſince the Devil never ceaſes to rempt, 
nor the World and the Fleſh to aſure us with pleaſu- | 
rable and lucrative Motives to Sin; and ſince, through | 
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ene 
enable 


And ſince our ſpiritual Wants are many, and do fre- 


are every Moment liable to be circumvented and be- 
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leges which the Goſpel of Chriſt reaches out unto. all 


Y, and Honour, and Immortality, Rom. 2. 7. And 
in an bumbleand afſur'd Confidence of the Mercies of | 
God in Chriſt, do wait for the End of their Faith, even. . 1 


Not that this holy Rite was delign'd to be exelufiue 
of the ſubſequent Uſe of orher Ordinances of Religion ;. © | 
No, they are af! of them, in their ſeveral Order, In- 
firuments of ſaving Grace by God's own Appointment. 


» 4 


the original Corruption of our depravd Natnres, we | | 


trayd into Sin, by the cunning Sollicitations of theſe | 
one Souls mortal Enemies, without a continual Supply 1 


— of Cole preventing and cine Grace i has plewl, 
our .good and merciful” God to adapt the Means of | 


" | . 4. * Ss ; * : 3 
Arace to our continual Egences, and co convey: te 
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But leſt apy: of us mould a, bel to, imsgine, as 
our Hare-brain'd. Sectaries have done, that, the UE of 
this holy Ordinance. of Confirmation is now to 
aſide, becauſe tis no longer attended with e 


nary Effects, YT muſt now haſten to a Concluſion, of 


my ſecond. general Head, by endeavouring, briefly, 4 to 
.obviate this frivolous Obj: jeclion. And in order there- 
unto, let it be, 1 in the firſt Place, conſider d, that if this 


ancient Rite is to be eſteem d a uſeleſs Ceremony NOW, 


becauſe * tis no longer productive of wifible and miracu- 
lous Effects; for the ſame Reaſon diver e other Ordinag- | 


ces of Religion muſt be laid aſide too, which yet theſe 2 
very Men would be extreaml yy loth to par t. with. The 
ſudden healing of bodily Di 


aſes, was, Fo the Apoſto- 
lical Times, always conſequent of the Prayers of the 


Church ; and does it therefore follow, har fince ſuch 5 
ſtrange Effects arę not uſually ſeen in theſe later Ages, 
the ee Prayers are of no farther Uſe or Bei 5-4 
to fick People now-a-days. On the other Hand, 6 7 
| - Churches ſolemn. Excommunications of ſcandalous | and 
6 obſtinate 1 Were then attended. Wi ith kaun 


r 


Z 1 of: Shall we The do 2 51 to blen to. 125 Nr | 
3 . nuations of a a * e ſubcil e af our 10 Re- 


r r a | 


_tremendous Rite, is a mc. 


ted Priv 


Manner of Right nor Clain to ? But ſince tis, o 
_ Hands, gn among thoſe: who have any found | 
22 among them, that the 
Things eee and many other of the ſame 
Nature, which I have ob Time 187 mention here, were 
(notwithſtanding the miraculous Effects of them are 
in the firſt Deſign 
Ordinances of Rel 


Principles of . Chriſtian 


long ſince ceas d) 


to be ſtanding 


r ut Nee 


* when he goes about to perſwade ub, ten 
' Brutum Fulmeu, an antiquzs = las 1 | ; 
ilege, which the Church has wand 74 


of them intended 
igion, I would fain 
know why this Rite of Confirmation ſhould not be 
30 ſo 508 5 Tings, in the ſecond Place, it my be 
4 E, | ; 16813 0 1 8 7 
. Evidently appear 1 holy Scripture, Sigh A 
great and ——__— Gift of the Holy. 
2 was to continue with the Church to the End 
of the World? For what” other Meaning can that Pa. 
| tags be ſuppos d to carry, Acts 2. 39. where St. Peter © 
1 to the Js, that the Promiſe of the ſame 4 


Ghoſt i 


| Holy Ghoſt, (tho' not in the ſame Meaſure inde 


Nor to the lame 
on the Ape 


Aren, but to all that were afar mw 
| = the Lord our God ſball'call ? From whence it-appears, 0 q 

chat the Promiſe is univerſal; and no more to be n 
The Shortnels * 


fin d to Time, than it is to place. | 


the Time, and the narrow Limits of a Diſcourſe of this 
— Bo not UN ee row ro-this | 
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Purpoſes) which was then juſt 8 7 
was not only to them and their Chile 
off ; . even to at. many as | 
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Pu : : Ic ſhall be ſufficient to paſs to a Concluſion 
Fs Sy cond eneral Head in the Words of St. Chry- 
. fan, cated bo * a right reverend and learned Prelate 
* WE on bard © In the Beginnings (lays the Fa- 
ther) always appear the ſenfible Viſions of ſpiritual Things 
For their Sakes, who cannot receive the Underſtanding of 
un incurporeal Nature; that if afterwards they be not ſo 
Ane, that may be believid by thoſe Things which were 
already done. So that in ſhort, the whole Truth of 
the Matter will be found to terminate here. "Thoſe 
extraordinary Gifts were at firſt intended for Signs to 
Vnbelievers, and in order to give a ſolemn arte ſtarion 
tc the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion then in its In- 
fancy, and to gain Credit to the Goſpel at its firſt ſet 
* "Pan into the World; but when once the Intereſt 
and tion of Religion were ſufficiently provided 
for, by that ſurprizing and univerſal Reception which 
che Doctrine of our bleſſed Saviour met 'with/ artiong 
all Nations and Languages, and which was conſequent | 
of theſe extraordinary Means; the Defign of them he- 
i 1 then fully anſwer d, the Continuance of them Was 
nd longer een But then there are other ordina- 


| | Hors ry: Graces: flowing Gan: that bleſſed Spirit, that ever 


were, and ever will be, of abſolute and never- failing 
_ .. Neceſſay in the Church of God „ till our greaͥſt Ene- 
my Fin ſhall be no more, and our lat Enemy Death ſhall 

Wit 22 4 Wo in Seren e has gk we. can a have 


as * \ *. 
4 ECL. doit + — a — view 4 4 WE e 


2 ae f Coufinnation./ 


no. Communion. with (ift our Head, nor any Fl., 
lowſhip with the Saints. in Light; no Degrees of Faith, 
Holineſs, and Righteouſneſs which bong: will in any "= 
wie accept, which are not us by the Com- 
munication of this bleſſed: Spirit ; 5: 1 if: any Man Have A 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, hz is none of hu, Rom. 8. 2. 
But lince to our receiving the Graces of this par -Y 
1 in this and every other Ordinance; of Religion. 
ere are ſome previous Diſpoſſtions +requir'd on | 
Fart, let us now proceed to our third and laſt. general 
Enquiry, which was to ſhew, ho thoſe Perſons are, 
and in what Manner to be qualify'd, who are to * t 4 
mitted to this Rite of Confirmation. t 
It appears very plain from the Premiſes, * no. o- 
1 ther Perſons are capable of the Grace of Confirmation, 
but thoſe who are already Brafted into the Body of 
_ Chriſt's Church by Buptifin' ; thar's the firſt, and prit-. 
cipal Qualification. But, by Reaſon that this holy 8a- 
Lament is nowra-days generally adminiſter d to Chain 1 
man Infants, before they are arriy d at the leaſt Uſe 7 

5 of” choir rational Faculties, it may admit of ſome. | 
Doubt, whether or no they may be admitted to Confite | 
mation 100, in-this their 3 States.) And. the Reaſons | 
of the Doubt ſeemb to be this, becaiiſe they n then 
underſtand nothing of their antecedent aptiſmal V 4 
which all that come to Confirmation, -accordipgite.th 
common Opinion grounded upon the declar d SH, 
the Church, are fuppos d to take upon them der 37 
But eee * F hg were e ee er 9 


Anus 


20 A: Confirmation Sermon 
” -nough, if apply'd to Perſors'of maturer Tears; yet, 
if we conſider barely the Nature of this Ordinance, 

how that in it, no otherwiſe than in the Baptiſm that 
is adminiſter d to young Infants, there is a Tender 
made on God's Part of his free and unconditional 

Grace, that tis a Privilege which they are then ad- 

mitted to by the divine Indulgence, without any cor- 

reſpondent Obligation on their Part, as long as they 
continue in their State of Nonage, I cannot well ſee 
how they can reaſonably be denyd the Uſe of - this 
| Ordinance, which, in like Manner as their Baptiſm, 
| feals to them the Conveyance of the ſame free Grace 
of God, which nothing can put a Bar to, but a State 
of habitual Defilement in Sin; which State is incompa». 


tible with the Innocence of tender Babes. But when 


all is ſaid, the Practice and Authority of the Church is 
| mightily to be regarded in the preſent Diſpute. Now, 
| the Church's Practice has admitted of ſome Variation, 
as to the preſent Caſe, during the Courſe of ſo long 
_ anity, twas cuſtomary for all Perſons to be brought 
to Confirmation immediately after their Baptiſm ; and 
ſince tis plain from thoſe venerable Remains of Anti- 
que that are flill left us, that Infants were ſome- 
| times baptiſed, even in thoſe early Times, tis highly. 
| probable that they were admitted to Confirmation too, - 
But after that the Cuftom of baptiſing all Perſons 'm 
W their Infancy, had paſs d into a gene 
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—— left tc her 1 erty n i? «a — NY 
all other ind Things, t bebe fit to recede 
from her former Uſage upon prudential Motives, and 
to admit only ſueh to Confirmation, as by Reaſon of” 2 
their ier Years had acquit'd 'a competent dre © 
of the firſt Principles of Chriſtanity, and bar 1 
of their own baptiſmal Engagements. And that this ie 
the Uſage which our 'own Church belt approves e, 
appears Bout her Confirmation - Office, which f 4 
all Perſons admitted to Confirmation, to be ſuch as* - "oY 
are come to Tears of Diſcretion; and unto fach as || 
theſe I intend to direct the ſhort Remainder of my pre. 
ſent Diſcourfſ. 1.1 OT 1 
„ &® her as aid Fedde ive i Unt a 
Care e, that come not to 
holy Ordmance defild with the 1 0 I” of any wiffof 
Sins unrepented of, A more whilft "they A 
wallowing in an habitual Conſe of any fuch Sins; for” 
let them be well aſſur d, that an univerſal urit „both 
of Heart and Life, is another Qualification ver h 
ly' neceſſary to diſpoſe all Perſons for an He Pats! | 
ticipation of the divine Grace afforded them in this, 
as well as all other Inſtitiitions of Religion; 
them reſt ſatisfyd, that the God of a Fu 
Holineſs will never vouchlafe to beſtow theſe 
mable Advantages on ſuch as are in a Confede 
with his profeſs d Enemies, and in 4 State 'of 
Haſtility againſt him. Secondly, Tis che int 4 
| on FOE of F all Young ba: bed 0 firr 90 
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. 1 Cofomatin. Sm 4. - 
to conſider with ves, yh 

thay 2 5 underſtand the Uſe and 
123 Institution tliey are going — 
cher they have any, conſcientiou Regard 7 — oe 
 arg\g0mng-abgut. ;. and w 7 5 e bee 

cexe Intention carefully to . 7 er nr Ta- 
lent of Grace; they are abo 0 not ra- 


qui "They: ; are now of competent THIN and Ca. 
pacitięs, to underſtand (in ſome tollerable Meaſure. at 
leaf the 1 Principles of their Religion, and to be- 
themſelves of thoſe ſalemm Bugagements, they I 
under to Almighty God, by their baptiſmal yt 
3 a a 60% 4 4 Chriſtian Life, and that the 
' now, ſuppos d to take HEE: eee on the -",5 
by. the more pi Effusj 
' fons of Grace now. i, 1 pie jp out upon them, to 
endeavour after a. faithful. Dijcberge of them during 
1 ure Courle of their Lives. They are farthers| 
we tg conſider, that; after: chis holy, Rice perlgren, 
the bf: are, no. onger under; the - af 5 d Inſpection af 
baptiſmal Suretiet, but from hencrforth are, le t 
38 15 i of Sete ;graqous Spirit, e 
Admon „11 they are in any Mea 
2 to 1 — 9 to . to his b] eſſed Mo- 
done, will not fai to conduct them ſafe in the 425 
cht leads to everlaſting Life. Let them theres, 
toe tage che greateſt | Heed: for, the Time o come, 
that chey e this Hts Spirit, by a wilful ins 
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_ oor, © feguienting? 
Chriſt's 1525 far od, a 1975 gent Vie of 
other religious Means, which, by the 3 Marty - 


of God, are plentifully afforded. them in tha excellent 4 
Church whereof we have all the Happineſs to be 
Members; and wherein we can have no reaſonable 
Cauſe to doubt of the Validity of any of theſe re- 

ligious Ordinances, as being adminiſter d by Perſons | 

Functions, accord- 
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ing to the Pattern and Example 0 


5 the beſ# and pureſ# 
Ages of the Church. And, 
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. | oth, Let all ſuch well 
2 ". iposd young Perſons, wind they have prepar'd them- - * 
ſelves in the beſt Manner . : 7 are able, comfortably 
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